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My dear Friends 


I Here offer to you @ plain Sermon in Print. 
that it may ſtay longer with you, than it 
could do by the Preaching. It does contain, 
z# ſhort, the main Duties of our Holy Reli- 
gionewhich we hope tobe ſqved by; ard pbich 
we avoht at all* Times to heue preſent to our 
Minds. May the good God of Heaven bleſs 
 zt to your Edification, a#; 1 Pray, he may do 
the reſt of the Endeavours of 


Your Faithtu! 
Servant mm 


Chriſt Jeſus: 
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ACTS-XVI. xxx, -xxxi, 7 
»xx. Sirs, What mu} 1 do to bt Saved ? f 


xxxi. And they ſaid, Believe on the Lord, ef 
Chrift, an4 thou ſhalt be Saved , and thy Ems 


o V1 21.50 
\ \ l H E Nthe Apoſtle Sr. Paul and his Companiog * 
r # Silas had, upon account. of the uproar of the 


I 


Multicude againſt them, been commanded to 

Priſon by the Magiſtrates , and had their. Fees 

made faſt in the ot & God Almi ; was pleaſed; rq 

ſhew a very great Miracle. for their, Deliverance, -. For 

upon their Praying and Singing Praifes- unto God, - there 

ſuddenly a wery great Earth-quake, ſo that the Foundations 

+ the Priſon were ſhaken; aud - immediately all the Dooys were 

* 8 opened, and gvery ones Bands. wete logjed, | This purzhe 

Keeper of che Priſon inro a, violent Conlternaton, upon. the 

* ſuppoſed loſs ot his Priſoners; -1o that he would, had he nes 

bs er have laid. violent Hands upos hamiſelf. - Bag 
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theſe good Men taughr, that their Religion was from God 
 Wito had done fo great a Miracle in favour of it; he did 
; Hearrfly believe, char thar Salvation of Mens Souls in another 
World which they Preached, would be the Lor of all thoſe 
+ good Perſons who followed the Dodtrines they were Preach- 
: ers of; bur ſtill he was ignorant jof thoſe Precepts he was to 
Praftice, i» Order to this Happineſs, and That was the Rea- 
foh thar with ſo'great Earneſtneſs he cried out; Sirs, What 
" muſt. 1 do. to be Saved ? That is, I have now a mind to be a 
* Chriſtian, and co enter into that Covenant with God, which 
| he has been pleaſed to offer ro Mankind by Jeſus Chriſt ; of 
the Truth oft whoſe Miſſion, and the Sincerity of whoſe Pro- 
miſes I am verhy perſuaded ; but I befecch you ro inform me 
of the_ Conditions of this Covenant, which I am a perfect 
Stranger to, and to tell me what F am to do on my Part in 
* order toatrain that Happineſs, which God promiſes ro con- 
fer oh his To'this the Apoſtles anfiver, Believe on the Lord 
»Feſus.Chriſt, and-thou ſhalt be ſaved, and thy Houſe : Thar 15, 
you ſhall obtain this your defire of Everlaſting Happineſs, 
if you ſtedtaſtly believe, and fincercly praftice rhe Precepts 
of that Religion, which was declared ro the World by Jetus 
Chriſt; and which you ſhal{ learn by our Inſtruction. For it 
is plain, that by this the Apoſtles did not mean a bare be- 
ef, but a performance of the other Durics likewiſe recom- 
mended by the Goſpel Diſpentation. For in the next Words 
It is ſaid, That they ſpke unto him the Word of the Lord,. and 
fo all that were in his Houſe; ver. 32. That'is, they inſtcu@- 
ed'him in the Principles of the Chriſtran Religion, and &«- 
plained to him whar I© was ro belicye and prattice in this 
Goſpel Covenant, that he might be Partaker of thoſe Pro- 
miſes he was deſirous of. 

Now in diſcourſing to you upon thefe Words, I ſhall draw 
 mpina narrow Compats all rhe General Rules apg Obligations 
of the Chriſtian Religion, which will be uſctul tor you upon 
theſe ewo Accounts,  , C2 

Fiſt, Beeauſe by this you may ſee your whole Duty at one * 
View, which will be ſerviceable ro yori, in reducing into an | 
eaſic-Method what you have Read and Heard in good Books 
and Sermons ;} tnfwill be more eſpecially uſeful rothem, who 
have not Time, *or Money, to Read, or Buy large Treartifes 

- Seconttly, Becauſe by having theſe Terms of Saluation.r 
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dencies, or uncomfortable Refleftions upon Danger of your. 
Miſcarriage in 2 Furure State ; for wheti you fully unde 
upon what Conditions 'every Man may c-reainly be ſaved ; 
you need nor trouble your ſelves to wait for oy RO | 
Marks of Aſſurance, which after all, a Man'may be deceived in.” 
Bur no Man has Reaſon to diſtruſt, thax God Aleighty will 
ngt Reward him with Erernal Happineſs} when he 15 fure-he 
has diſcharged thoſe Goriditions which God. Hu Holy Word” | 
has promiſed Erernal'Happineſs to, / ©? 7 hepa 

Now theſe Conditions or Qualifications for Salvation, T © * 
ſhall reduce ro as few Heads as convetiienfly [ can, arid ſpeik * 
ro them in their Order. : ' | | IV 

T. You cannot be ſaved; unleſs you believe the Geſpel of Feſws 
Chriſt, and the main Articles of Faith confained in jt. For the 
Scripture ſays expreſly, 'He that believith. 4, Condition, Th / 
and is baptized ſliall be'ſaved, but be that -- believe all the arti- 
believeth not ſhall be damned, Mark 18.16 cles of the Chriftian 
Therefore you muſt” believe, thar-there_ Fzith, 
is * one only a Eternal, *b5 Almighty, * Dext, 4-25.7 £0. 
c All-wiſe, and '4 Merciful God, - who "-g.4. Iſa. 45. 5. John 
Creited e all Things by- his Alffighty®' T7. 3./a 1/2. 48.12. * 
Wiſdom and Power, and Governs fxhem” Gen. 21. 33;'t Tim. 
by his Providence ; that” he has his 4177 b Gen#7. te | 
only Son Chriſt Jeſus into the World ro' | Mzt.3.9, Eph; 3:26." 
Redeem by his Blood g, the forfeiced © Romi6 fot Fin 
Souls of finful Mankind; and you muſt 1, 19. Fob. It. 7. 
believe, thar there is the Holy Spirit þ* d Exod. 34, 6:/Dnke” 
of God the Comforter, which our Savi- "4. $0. 2 Cor, 2, 
our promiſed to ſend, which does-conti-'' e Exod. 31.17; Acts 
nually pur into our Mind, good Deſues; 17. 24+ - f Ey the 
does keep us from Temptations ti, does ' Providence” of God! 
ſandific þ all pood Mens Hearts,” and fee Pſalm of, Prov. 
render them acceptable unro God. You 11. 31, 746 36i 6. 
muſt ſtedfaſtly believe, that the 'foly "Mat. 6. 28; gJohn 
Scriptures are the {inſpired Word” of" &. 42. 1 TihT.15. 
God; and particufarly, that the Mira - Eph.r.n. h Job. 24. 
cles and Dottrines'of- our bleſſed Saviour? [16.Rom, $:14.1 70h. 
were really true, and ſuch as they are'' 5. 14.12 Pet. 2, ©. 
there Recorded to be,.'' Now unlets/ you '/ Roms. 26. Rev.i. 
cordially believe theſe Things, you can." 10. k Tit. 3-3; 1Cor. | 
have no'prerence to enter into-Cyveriint 6.11, / 2 Tim. 3.16, 
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4 The Chriftians Way. to Heaven. 
paſed. by Jeſus Chriſt ; for otherways you. are Infidels, and 
ugh. you ſhould;outwardly joyn your ſelves in Communj- 
on wh Chriſt's Flock, -yer you will geceive no more Benefit 
by a than if you were Mahometans os Pagans. Therefore 
in the firſt Place, -you nwſt rake Care to have a firm Belict of 
theſe Things, and to be always ready to giue an Anſwer to every 
Man, that asketh- you 4 Reaſon of the Hope that isin you; that 
js, . to believe the Dofrines of Chriſtapity upon rational 
Grounds, not to ſtick to them only the Prejudice . of 
your Education, 'bur becgufe upon full ſearch and enquiry, 
you Find all the Reaſon in j-* World-yo.belicve tliem, 
Whenever you find any unbelieving Thought to riſe up wn 
your Mrads, which - the Devil will never. be wanting vpon 
occaſionto ſuggeſt ;, uſe your urmoſt endeavour to ſhake off 
that ungodly Doubr, by contronting it with ſome 1ndubira- 
ble Trugh, or by gerting further Information of abler Chri- 
| * + Þ.\, ſhanss; bur above all. by conſtant read- 
Zohn 5. 39. Aﬀs ing and ſtudying God's: Word, and by 
17- 4+ Rom, 1 5 4+ ' fervent, Prayer to. him to help your un- 
” + + 3 1. belick; ifor. you-may 'be: aſſured, thar 
xcn r90ne more Infidel; are made by a negle&tof Reading the 
Scriptures, and . of daily Prayers to God, than by all the 
paiſoned. Books and Difcourſes, which are levelled againſt 
our Religion. And I would have you obſerve further, (which 
15a great;Argument for '-you” to ſettle in your Hearts a arg 
Belief, of- all the, ; Gaſpel Trurhs) thar there is hardly afry 
| wickednels which Men commer, or any Sin they fall into, bue 
3r proceeds chiefly from ſome;kind of Iniidelity or other 5 bee 
cauſe they do-not rjghtly believe.of rhe Providence of God, 
| or his Juſtice, or Mercy, or Veracity, but have got into thgir 
Heads ſome fond Notion of their own concerning theſe Arrr;- 
butes, which may better agree with char vitious Lives, than 
thar1gea which God has given of himſelf wa his Holy Word, 
Therefore be ſure ro be well Principled,' and-to have true 
Natzons of theſe Mattersz- uſe your utmoſt endeavours firm- 
lycoReheve, and fully ro underſtand all thay the Holy Scrip- 
rures.fay concerning then; for this is the Foundation ot all 
true Religion, and- unlefs this be rightly Jaid, all the other 
Building, which may be raiſed atterwards, falls ro rhe Ground 
and comesto nothiggy _ . :: 4 30 gtin 
| 4 1,4 2: 1h After the: believing of the Geſpe! 
{T.Condition, 784- Tweths:. - in the next Place in order io us 
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» tale Care nt only tÞ awid. a.fettled Courſe 
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Covenant with Ciriſt ,” you muſt leave off groſs and, apparent 


Sths. For aMan whitft he lives a teud and vicibus } 6 Cn 
hayt no hop blinds arorl wa, - 1otr '6r 
the Goſpel, being exClud = 

pe & EXCH "0 MK Sins,” 


ives youa long Catal | 1 AS 

Sith Salvation, Now The Works UA gr 

which are theſe, Aﬀaltery, Fornicatidq, « Thiele 

ouſneſs, Idolatry, WON, Hatred, : 
reſi, 


wy; (rc 
7, Dew 


Wrath, Strife,  Seditions, A 7 | 
benneſs,: Revellingh and [uh like ; of which I fel you before, 
have told you in time that they whi þ do 4 hi JÞOA4Ze Me 
inherit the Kingdom of God, Gal: $49,260.41. Th 


would have atity hape-of going to Heaven,. Yo! nit 
2 wicked Cour of Tife'z you ri Cc Lare 
and to forſake, Yuch Sis as will, Ihag-you | 
Youcannor expedt to go thither, Ki 
Adultery or Unclegnnefs it you U 
and do not make SatisfaQtion and. 
Wrongs and Thjuries youthaye gone; 
of Drunkennefs; if you are gu by of 
Curling ; ifyou live Quardfontl 
your Neighbours z, .if, you be. prod and. ba 
and revengeful... Therefore 'ir behovyg. you,. 
carctul ro avoid DrunketweEs, Tncontinency, and 0 
Sins, but ro diveſt your ſelyes of Pride and Malice, ang' 
ther Sins of the Mind ; for theſe ſpiritual Vices are 4 ch 
inconſiſtent with- a State of Chnſtiafſjryas the fleſhily ;"they | 
do as much miſchief in this World, and. itiake a Mani.9s uit» * 
quified for the other; and you, may further take Notice, 
that the moſt wicked Beings of all Gag 's.. Creation, _ I mean 
rhe Devils in Hell, have noSins of. the Fleſh to ater for, 
and yer they ſhall undergo the moſt werrible Dapa#DA For 
their Pride and Malice, and other Sins of the Mihd ; Which 
roo many Men dolook upon, in themfelvgs at leaſt, as bagd- 
ly any Sins ar all. 7 JPN 4 
' THE. Inorder tn your Saluation you muſt TIT. Condiwon,7o 
avaid every ſingle 
of Wichedneſs, or a: Life of Viciouſnets,. , Sin we know 9+ be 
but to root out of yauy Hearts every ſingle. ſh 3 T0 
Sin ye find there, , There are. a grows + -o11 © oor 
many Men, that for, che generalicy live good-,and. vertuous 
TW; y—— ime nMAalnmg 3 Te 10Uu1 1CM 
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ro part With all the reſt roretain that. bran are ſc- 
Co 


Darling; 
ſober, 311i nopes that 


Mas efeet. 

Z Car. 7.1. And we, a Fave, that he who ſhalt keep the whol: 
| ih ane, Pot, he is guilty of all, James 2. 16. 

- 4 effeQually be damned for that one Sin 

The 


ac 
F 


1 have your 


to. a ſharer;v | 
ayail you to ſay, 1t 15 but one Sin, for that one is faral. For 


$ a, Killing as F'ye z Gallon;”.. So that upon the 
n you, have, O \ = to ſecure Fo Salvation; bur by 
every p, though-never.fo ſmall in your O- 


.Pimon.,; 
dampable, and that there is no 
whilſt you continue in it. Therefore you muſt frequently ex- 


TIS" , © "TV. The next ftep you muſt mabe in or- 
- TV. Condition. Tq der to be ſaved, is to Praftice the Goſpel 
' PraFice all the Go- Virtues ;, which you find laid down in Gods 
| [pe Virtues. Word for your - Chriftian Performance 
| £4 For Chriſtianity docs not conſiſt only of 
a few Negative Precepts, it does not oblige you juſt only ro 
avoid Sin, bur'it engages you to the Pertormance. of ſeveral 
Virtues and Graces; which unleſs. you rhake your ſelves Ma- 
Ners of, you eannor be qualified for Heaven. Don't he cheg 
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ood Man, as when they ſay,” ſuch 4 one is a good Man, be 
—_— does no Min? as if twas fool. To' be Ref 
gious,' not to be miſclieyous, ForaMan may abſtainfrom 
this., upon account of good Narure and a Gentleman-like 
Education: And beſides; this ſingly of it ſelf is: no gretre 
matrer - of Mar: re =_ _ _ _— 
Stones and tame ro, fort ikewifedono: | 
Body- any harm: —_—_ Chriſtianity he more Spirit 
and Vigour, it is a-Lite of Aon-y and thoſe who prerend 
ro ir, ' muſt not- on]y avoid all i!}-Things, but they muſt do 
a great many. good ones, Fac 
You muſt Learn therefore to Praftice} - Humility, - Nas.” 
the Chriſtian” Grace of  Humility'; you" 29.: 26: ; 
muſt have as mean Thoughts as -pofſi- : 65 cond 
ble you can of your ſelves, upon Confideration that all you 
can boaſt of does proceed from the-tree Gift of God; your 
muſt not deſpiſe. the meaneſt of your fellow-Creatures,:'bur 
rather glorifhe your gracious God, who has been pleaſecbrai 
beſtow on-you more liberal Talents q and laſtly, you muſt 
ſhew to all a meek and courteous Behaviour; con 
that they proceed from the ſame common Srock,- and do-par- 
rake of the ſame common Nature with you, and that Chriſt 
condeſcended ro Diefor the pooreſt as well as the greateſt. *- 
You muſt likewiſe adorn your Souls 
with Patience, and bear your AfﬀiQtions Patience, Luke- 21. 
with a true Chriſtian Magnanimityand 19. James $-8. 
Fortitude ; and with a perfe&t Refigna-- 1 Pet. 2.20, 
rion to the good Will of God, confider- 
ing that he ſends thoſe Saffgrings our of a pure fatherly knnd-/ 
nefs and Corretion, ro wean us from the World; and: ro 
bring us nigher unto him; to give us Demonſtration” of-gur: 
Legitimacy in Grace, and that we are nor Baſtards but-Sons.! 
We muſt Learn likewiſe to forgive our [© 
Enemies, to do good to them that hate ws, Fugrveneſs, and 
and pray for them that diſpitefully wſe us Live of aur Enemei, 
and perſccute us ; confidering that! we | Mat. 5; 24+ ' 
have tor this the expreſs Command-and | 
Example of 6ur bleſſed Lord, and that'a meek and a 'peace- 
able Diſpoſition is the greateſt Ornament of a'Chriſtian, and 
does nor only conduce to rhe Peaceand Quiet of ehe-World, 
but toa Mans own Sacjstattion ; whilſt Makce and;Revenge 
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5 You muft likewiſe endeavour ty make 
Chatity-of Opinion, your ſelves eminene in other At 'of 
| x Cor. 13: 4- Charity. You muſt be charitable in 
. . your inions and Cenfures of other 
Men: You muſt not be wo torward-in beleiving ſlanderons 
Reports, nor too bufic in relating other Mens failures ; you 
muſt have a care of denouncing Damnation upon all who 
differ in Religious Marrers from you, ' but l& your Love go 
with them with whom LR Opinion cannot. 
ſou according to your Abilities 
Charity of Relief, be liberal. ro the Poor, confideting thar 
Dent. x 5. 7. Pſalm. God has made us, who are in a betrex 
41.1. Luke 14. 14+ Capacity, Stewards for them; that the 
Prov. 28. 27 Seriprures aſſures us, That he who is mey- 
| cifut to the Poor, lendeth to the Lord; and 
therefore we may be ſure, when God Almighty has engaged 
_—_— to be our Debror, he will repay us with the greateſt 
Jntere 


| 


Our Religion obliges us yer further 
- Mirtification and © to a higher Duty, and which does run 

Self«denial, Mar. 5. a litxle-more contrary to the ſtream of 
269. Rom. 8. 1:3. our natural Inclinations, and that 1s ro 
Coli 2: 5. Mordification and Self-denial. And ro 
morrific' our Members, and to deny all 

Ungodlineſs and Worldly Luſts, Tit. 2. 12. is not withour 
Reafon enjoyned us. 'For though we may live an ordinary 
Life of Virrue without-undergoing theſe {everer Duties, yer 
it 15 very difficult to do itz and it we do not reſtrain and a- 
bridge our Appetites oftentimes in lawful Things, they will 
be apt--to grow ſo Head-ſtrong, that we ſhall hardly be ablc 
ro-keep them frgm unlawful. Befides, fince God Almighty 
has decfizn'd this World only as a State of Probarion tor tlic 
other, where there are none of theſe ſenſual Enjoyments to 
'berfound,. it is but reaſonable we ſhould be fomerhing wean- 
ed'fromchoſe lower Pleaſures, thar we may be able ro reliſh 
thoſe htzl/and' exalred ones which are defined torus hereat- 
rer. Theſe, and all other Virtues which are perſcribed to 
you. by" God's Word, you muſt cxercife your ſaves in, in this 
| _ Chriſtian Warfare; you-muſt run this Race which God 
» has fcrbefore you, if you would obtain the Crown which is laid 
ip for you. And rodo this rhe berter, ter this be your conſtaw 


neration, 


V. Next in order #0. your Salvation 
you muſt be diligent in obſerving the Ordj- 
nances, which either Chriſt himſelf or his 
Holy Church hath inſtituted for the: fur- 
therance of Godlineſs and true Retigyon. 
Therefore you muſt: þe conſtanr-in che 
Dwy of Prayer, as well Publick. Pris 
vate, You muſh at leaſt twice - every 
Day, Morning and Evening, betake your 


ſelves tro your Cloſtzs, or {ome private- 


Place of your Houſes; and there Pray to 
God to forgive you whatever Offences 
you: have commited, - and- ro beg his 
Grace and ProreQion for the Time to 
come, If you negle& this Duty, you 
live rhe Lives of perfc& Heathens, you 


quite put your ſelves out of Gods Fayour and Care whic 
good Chriſtians. lay claim to, and'\h@ve nothing bur- yous 
hare Baptiſm ro diſtinguiſh you from the Prephance Pagans. 


You muſt likewiſe, at leaſt upon Sun- 
davs and Holidays attend the Publich 
Service off the Church; tor the Apoſile 
Faxes the, forſaking-the Aflembles asa 
great fault, Heb. 10. 2%. And 1n the 
Publick Congregation we may expett 


ts many good People. - 

You -muſt lkewie be. very <hgenr 
and atrentive in hearing the Word of - God, 
a9: 3t is Preached by his Miniſters, for 
che Scripture tell- us, 'That Faith cometh 
by Hearing, Rom. 16. 17.:And therefore 
yau ought not roflighr this grea means 


ot your: Salyatzon. Neicher muſt you- indulge your feled-in 
kang your Miniſeers 


filly Fancies in 


tar 


liking or not li 
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ore Men, that is, to endeavour x0 ſhew the beſt Exam 
Religion, which without Oſtenexion and Vanity you poſſis 
bly can ; and laſtly, to do all thegood you can in your Gay 
it you do this fincerely, tho' it may be witha 
gxeart deal of Imperfetion, God: Almighty in- his goodneſs 
will accept this imperfe& fora complear Obedience. _ -- + 


| our- Prayers t© be ſans 
er heard, when-they are joytied with the unitedPrayers of | 


plein 


V. Condition. 7% 
obſerve the Or diam- 
Holy Church, 

Publick Prayer,” 

Iſa. 50-7.Luke 182 
8, Atts 3; ri-Mars 
21.13, as wellas 
Pryroate, 
Morning ave Event 
ing, Mar. 7:7; luke 
18. 1. Romy 12. 12; 
Eph. 6; 18, Plalng 
119. 164. 1/7 


Benefit of Publick 
Prayer, John che. 33 
2 Chron. 20... "i 


Hearing the Ward 
and that from oun | 
own Mmifters, Rom. | 
10,17. Lnke 8; 
18. Ki. 


Phrafe oe 


' 
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f meaneſt Miniſter of the Goſpel, if you hear him with that ſo- 
|} berneſs you ought ; for let me tell you, the fault of your nor 
proficing does not ſo much lie in unedifying Miniſters, as in 
unpraftifing Congregations. | Nor muſt you 'run about, gad- 
| ding” to other Churches to hear others you are better pleaſed 
$ with ; for beſides, the great*fault you commit in diſcouraging 
{ your own Miniſters endeavours ; you cannor expe that God 
# hould afford the ſame Bleſſing to the hearing of -.the Word 
* ourof the Method he has preſcribed, and from thoſe ro whom 
|| he has nor given Charge of your Souls, | 

| ' You muſt likewiſe be conſtant in Rex- 
| Reading the Holy ding Gods Word, or getting ic read to 
Seriptures, Mat. 22. you, for this is the moſt conſiderable 
f 29. fol 5. 39. Atts Motive you can make ute of to a good 
' 17. 11. Life: Becauſe then you here God Al- 
I: mighty himſelf ſpeaking' to your Con- 
I. ſciences; whoſe wy prevail much more with you 
'* than our Preaching; and beſides, by this you may examine 
' the Dodtrine which we Teach, and ſee thar we do not im- 
{ poſe'upon you, but Preach ro you whar is agreeable co that 
[} excellent Rule. 


| 


| You'muſt furthermore, as frequently, 
$ Frequent Receiving as conveniently you may, Receive the 
the Lords Supper. Holy Sacrament of our Lords Body. and 

Blad ; for whilſt you Live in a conſtane 
negle of this, you have little prerence ro be Chriſtians , 
becauſe our bleſſed Lord has commanded all his Followers to 
do this 'in remembrance of him; and if you will nor thus rc- 
member him, and ſhew this Token r Communion with 
him and his Church ; you do in effe& deny your Baptiſmal 
Vow, and turn Renegoado's to the Religion of Chrift,, This 
isthe Oarh of Fidelicy ro your heavenly Prince, which he has 
required of =_ trequently ro renew, which if you refuſe, =_ 
caſt 'of all Allegiance and SubjeQion ro him, and turn Rebels 
tor his Adminiſtration, Whilſt you negle& this, you deprive 
your ſelves of theGrace of Goe's Holy Spirit, which is plen- 
ritully conveyed- by a due receiving this Holy Sacrament ; 
you leave your Souls defenceleſs/ againſt- all the Affaults of 
the World, the Fleth, and the Devil which od them ; 
and defrand, your ſelves of the Seal of Gods Pardon for Sin, 
which is tully-given ro all worthy Recervers. | 


_ of Life; yet it you have not a great guard upon your felve: 
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" You mult alſo religiouſly obſerve all — 
the Feaſts and Fafts of the Church, -not — Religious obſerving | 
only by coming to Church on Sundays, Sundays Heli- 

Faſt-days, and Holidays, bur by dedica- days , 
ring beſides, ſome conſiderable part of 

themro your Rego Exerciſes 1n Private. 

You muſt laſtly rake Care to bring | 
your Children, as foon as may be,, to Bringing Childre 
partake of the Holy Sacrament of Bap- to Publick Baptiſm. + 
ziſm, not {t Home, as is the vain and ir- F 
religious Faſhion of fome, but ro Church where the, Sacra«) 
ment may be more ſolemnly adminiſtred, and where yourF 
Children may partake of the jaynt Prayers af the Congreg; 
tion of God's People : And when you have done ſo, youmult 
ſce them well inſtrufted in the Principles of the Chriſtian Re 
ligion, and that they. come to take their Religion upon thems» 
ſelves, which ctheirSurerics inBapriſm pro» , 
rhifed they ſhould, when the Biſhop does. Catechiſm and Con- 
adminiſter the Sacred Ordinance of firmatmn. 
Confirmarign. 4 

VI. Laſtly. in order to Salvation, ys V1. Condition. T6 
muſt take Care to Exerciſe another Duty, Watch againſt all 
which is particularly recommended by our Temptations and 
$.xviour, as 4 za. 19 to all the reſt; and Failures. 
that is Watchfulneſs, Mas. 24-42. and 
25.14, AQs 20. 31, Though you have truly repented of you 
Sins, and gor into a Habit of Virtue and a Religious Courſe 


: 


you will 1nfenfſibly relapſe again into your former Conditiog 
For you muſt needs think chat the Devil will uſe the urmoſk 
of his ſpightand cunning, and will play his main Batteries up- 
on thoſe, who have forſaken his Cauſe, and are obedient xc 
the Kingdom of Jeſus Chrift, . The Holy Scripture informs 
you,that he goes abour like a roaring Lyon, ſeeking whom he may 
devour, 1 Pet. 5. 3. And you may orkly ſuppoſe, that he 
will devour nane fo eaſily, as thoſe Chriſtians who live off of 
their Guard. Therefore when you have torſaken 2 Co 
of Sin, and. are. arrived at 2 tolerable Perteftion of Virme 
and Godlineſs, don't fit down ſecure, as if there was. nothing 
more to be. done; - tor in-your Chriſtian Warfare there 1 
Work .cnowgh to goforward) in, a long as you live, It cer 
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 meaneſt Miniſter of the Goſpel, if you hear him with that ſo- 
| berneſs you ought ; for let me tell you, the fault of your nor 
proficing does not ſo much lie in unedifying Miniſters, as in 
| unpraftifing Congregations. - Nor muſt you 'run about, gad- 
4 ding” to other Churches to hear others you are berrer pleaſed 
with ; for beſides, the great*fault you commit in diſcouraging 
{ your own Miniſters endeavours ; you cannor expect that God 
j thould afford the ſame Bleſfing to the hearing of the Word 
1} outof the Method he has'preſcribed, and from choſe ro whom 
|' he has nor given Charge of your Souls, | 
|: ' You muſt likewiſe be conſtant in Re- 
| Reading the Holy ding Gods Word, or getting ir read to 
Seriptures, Mat. 22. you, for this is the moſt conſiderable 
f 29. Jos 5. 39. Atts Morive you can make ute of to a good 
17. 11. Life: Becauſe then you here God Al- 
+ mighty himſelf ſpeaking' to your Con- 
ſciences, whoſe wm prevail much more with you 
** than our Preaching; and befides, by this you may examine 
' the Dodtrine which we Teach, and ſee thar we do not im- 
| poſe'upon you, but Preach ro you whar is agreeable to that 
{ excellent Rule. 
; You muſt furthermore, as frequently, 
$ Frequent Receiving as conveniently you may, Receive the 
the Lords Supper. Holy Sacrament of our Lords Body. and 
Blad ; for whilſt you Live ina conſtanc 
negle& of this, you have little pretence ro be Chriſtians , 
becauſe our bleſſed Lord has commanded all his Followers to 
do this 'in remembrance of him; and it you will not thus rc- 
member him, and ſhew this Token r Communion with 
him and his Church ; you do in effect deny your Baptiſmal 
Vow, and turn Renegoado's to the Religion ot Chrift,” This 
isthe Oarh of Fidelicy ro your heayenly Prince, which he has 
required of _ trequently ro renew, which if you refuſe, = 
caſt 'of all Allegiance and SubjeQion ro him, and turn Rebels 
to» his Adminiſtration, Whilſt you negle& this, you deprive 
your! ſelves of ctheGrace of God's Holy Spirit, which is plen- 
rifully conveyed- by 2 due receiving this Holy Sacrament ; 
you leave your Souls detenceleſs/ againſt - all the Affaults of 
the World, the Fleth, and the Devil which —_— them ; 
and defrand your ſelves of rhe Seal of Gods Pardon for Sin, 
hich is fully given ro all worthy Receivers. | 
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” You muſt alſo religiouſly obſerve all | 
the Feaſts and Fafts of the Church, -not Adrpyrvin 
only by coming to Church on Sundays, Sundays Heli- 
Faſl-days, and Holidays, bur by dedica- days 
ring beſides, ſome conſiderable part, of 

themro your Rengrons Exerciſes 1n Private. 

You muſt laſtly rake Care to bring £ | 
your Children, as foon as may be,, to Bringing Childre 
partake of the Holy Sacrament of Bap- to Publich Baptiſm. + 
ziſm, nor at Home, as is the vain and ur- | —_— 
religious Faſhion of but ro Church where the, Sacra«?' 
ment may be more ſolemnly adminiſtred, and where your] 
Children may partake of the jaynr Prayers of the Congrega- 
tion of God's People : And when you have done ſo, youmult 
ſce them well inftrufted in the Principles of the Chriſtian Re 
ligion, and that they. come to take their Religion upon them» 
ſelves, which cheirSurerics inBapriſm pro» f 
nlifed they ſhould, when the Biſhop does. Catechiſm and Can- 1 
adminiſter the Sacred Ordinance of firmatnn. - 
Confirmatign. 4 

VI. Laſtly. in order to Salvation, you VI. Condition. To 
muſt tabe Care to Exerciſe anther Duty, Watch againſt all 
which is particularly recommended by our Temptations and 
S.xviour, as a guard to all the reſt; and Failures. 
that is Watchfulneſs, Mat. 24-42. and 
25. 14, AQts 20. 31, Though you have truly repented of you 
Sins, and gor into a Habit of Virtue and a Religious Courſe 
of Lite; yet of have not a great guard upon your felves, 
_u_ will :nfenfibly relapſe again inco your former Conditiog 

'or you muſt needs think thas the Devil will uſe the utmoſt 
oEhis ſpighrand cunning, and will play his main Batteries ug 
on thoſe, who have forſaken his Cauſe, and are obedient ro 
the Kingdom of Jeſus Chrift, The Holy Scripture informs 
you,that he goes abour like a roaring Lyon, ſeeking wham he may 
dewur, 1 Pet. 5. 8. And you may reaſonably ſuppoſe, that he 
will devour none & cafily, as thoſe Chriſtians who live off of 
their Guard, Therefore when you have torſaken 4 Courſe 
of Sin, and. arc. arrived at 2 tolerable Perteftiog of Virtue 
and Godlineſs, don't fit down ſecure, as if there was. nothing 
more to be. done; - tor in-your Chriſtian, Warfare there 1 
Work enough to goforward) in, azlong 3s you live, . It ree 
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f all Temptations and to maintain your Integrity in a vitious 
Age when Wickednels- is .oftrimes applauded, and Vertue 
| meers with ſo great fiſcouragements. But there is hardly 
i any ſtanding at a ſtay in @ Religious Courſe; you will ci- 
ther go forwards or Fackhwards, and therefore be watchful, 
that you do not move the wrong Way; aftd this you can- 
g not be ſure of, unleſs, long as you live, you be impro- 
ving in-Verrue, I do. not doubt, but many Chriſtians are 
in a falyable State, thar are ſabje& to many Imperteftions 
and Failures; bur, as they live on, they muſt fill go forwards 
in the Conqueſt of rhete. A fincere Penirent who is juſt 
Gome onr o* a flagirious Courſe of Life, has enough ro do ro, 
tence agarnſt rhe groſs Sins he has ſo muchy been accuftom'd 
$ to; bur God expetts from one, who has been long habitu- 
arcd to a Courſe of Godlinefs, that he ſhould be very warch- 
f ful againſt a// human Imperfeftions wharſoever. Such a one 
muſt nor think ſo cafily rabe excuſed trom Sins of Ignorance, 
when after a long Exerciſe m hearing and reading God's 
| Word, he 'might have better informed himſelf of his Duty; 
he cannot fo well plead Sins of Infrmiry, when his Nature © 
if has very ccnfiderably Toft its byaſs to Sin by along Courte of 
& Vertue. Theretore good Chriſtians muſt be going forwards 
in a State of Virtue as long as they live, they muſt be ſtill 
betrering and improving their Natures, more and more in- 
forming their Underſtandings in Religious Trughs, and refti- 
fying their Wills; they will find Work cnough to watch againſt 
all imprudenr and offenſive Aﬀtions, againſt idle Words, a- 
panniſt ſudden Anger, againſt coldneſs and ſome involuntary 
Excurfions in Devotion. And for an incquragement to this 
Progreſs, God Almighty. will not only Reward them with a 
bare ſaving their Souls, but will liberally beſtow on ſuch 
the Ten Talents, Lube 19. 24. He will advance them accord-, 
ing -ro their Improvement in Piety, ro one of the higheſt 
Thrones in the Heavenly Kingdom ; For one Star differeth9 
from another Star in Glory, 1 Cor 15. 41, + 
And now let me ſpeak a Word or two, by way, of Exhor- 
tation and Inference from whathas been ſaid,” *,' 
- Firſt, Let me” apply my {tro , the moxe marure and 
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Years, and therefore you oaght not anly ro know your Dus 
ty, but to be conſiderable Proficiencs. in. ir. It is a ſhame far*. 
you to be ignorant of thoſe Chriſtian Dodtrines, which the _ 
Children arc taught to underſtand ; and then ro Learn- the 

Way to Heaven, when you have hardly Time perhaps before 

Dexch to do irin. Oh! Whar a killing Speech is it ro hear 

a Man ſay, he did underſtand his Region when he was- 
Youtiy? Wreched Sinner! What haſt rhaw been doing all” 
this Time? You that ought to have been the Teacher of 

Religion to ochers, daft thou-wanc the very firſt InſtruQtions 

cf this Duty thy ſelf? How canſt thou anfwer it toGod, to 
retain thy Trade, thy Debts, and every thing elfe in Mind, © 
and only to have forgo thy Religion ? It there be any ſuch '- 
among you, ger out of this wicked careleſncſs as ſoon as you 
can, apply your ſelves to the reading the Holy Scriptures and 
other g Books, come conſtantly ro Church, .and Mind -* 
what 15 there ſaid, and be aſhamed to continue in ſuch Ig-+ 
norance any longer. 

As tor you who have not been fo very negligent as to for- 
ger your Dury, bur yet nevertheleſs in defpighr of your 
Knowledge, and under Convittion of your own Conſciences 
do live in conſtant breach of it; tree your ſelves with all 
ſpced from this hazardous Scate, and venturenoe your Souls 
ina State ot Sin, which you know to be damnable, one mo-- 
ment longer. How can you Anſwer it tothe Mercy of God, 
ro-continue in a Courſe of Wickednets, when he "ke given 
you ſomuch Time to Repentin? How can you-anfwer it ro 
your own Conſciences, which are continually upbraiding you' 
with a negle@ of your Duty? . How can you Anſwer it to 
your Children and Families, ro whom youſhould give an Ex- 
ample of Picty and Religion; bur you ſer them a Copy on-' 
ly of Prophanefs and Wickedneſs ? . 

As for thoſe good Perſons among you, who have beeg 
mindful of the one thing neceſſary, and taken Care for their 
Souls; who have acquainted themſelves what they are to do 
to be ſaved, and have made their Praftice contormable to 
their Knowledge; let me beſeech you, my dear Brethren, 
to pay God your continual Thanks tor this great meaſure of 
Grace beſtowed upon you, to be modeft and humble in your 
vertuous Accompliſhments; and to aſcribe all your ſpiritual 
Strength to the goodneſs of God, to endeavour mare and" 

Dore to improve in Ora nd li 4 FIRE F2 
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and preſſing ' cowards = for the prize of th- 
Callng o of God:in'C of ae Phil.;3, 13.14 v9 
2 And ar she- chaſe: Lex me apply my / Lelf ro the 


£ ſort among you. 
Lec me beſeech you © tb bear in mind 'the good: Inſeeo&ions 
Chrifgan Inforinanon, dyes receive from -4- 
s and nent you Youh jan lec Dares 

| ofe center Years Memories underahe 
Head; -Lerrme'beſeech:you ro Tedd uri a Religious) 
= of Life betimes, becauſe now you have allrhe Advan-' 

220: Sinhe World to go. forwards in it. - 'You- have ttoinve- 

kctare Habirs, and old Cuſtoms of Sinn ing, to confi with, ! 
which - oftentimes render. all the endeavours of a 'riper Age, 
feftual. : Your: Nature: now is tender and pliable, and as- 
ic rakes its bent in this Age, ir does for the moſt par ſeatid- 
ever. ., Therefore this is the | Time to ove it a yerruous 
orefſian,” and.a true. Byaſs ro: Holinels, re -che Devif 
akes Poſſeſſion of ir, and warps it the contrary way. "Think 
19W gs acceptable 'to God an y4 Piety is, 'and 
what: rone it is to Dedicate: only 'the Dregs of 'your 

* to his Service;:and .the Flower of it to the Devil. 

"Endeavour to ſettle in your Minds now-you are Young, a 
Erruc Taſt of Godlinefs, ahd of. the Excellency of the Chritti- 
an Rehgion,; which above all other Religions which ever 
Pere in the | World, docs more ef} recommend it. 
| your Hearts ſcriouſly + the: admirable Rewards 
l\ hic vmiſes to thoſe who perfdrm/rhe Conditions -ot 
| Goſpel,and be not led aſide by rhe Vanities of rhis World, 
forfeit we api excceding Glories of rhe orher. And when 
are fully informed, What yar , muſt do to be” Served, rake 
char you.-&9 nc "miſs of rhat Salfation, whogeas you 
ow the Methods of —_— SO ARQOTE ID 4 
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